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Dear Chancellor 
 
The Finance and Constitution Committee agreed to write to you regarding the impact of the 
timing of the UK Budget on the timing of the Scottish Budget and our budget scrutiny 
process.    
 
The process for budget scrutiny is based on the work undertaken by the Budget Process 
Review Group.1  The Group was established in 2016 by the Finance and Constitution 
Committee and the Scottish Government to carry out a fundamental review of the Scottish 
Parliament’s budget process following the devolution of further powers in the Scotland Act 
2012 and Scotland Act 2016. 
 
On 14 November, the Committee wrote to the Scottish Government2 on the challenges and 
risks of publishing the Scottish Budget before the UK Budget. It highlighted that the Budget 
Process Review Group, on whose report our scrutiny processes are based, noted that “the 
workings of the Fiscal Framework mean the Scottish budget remains inextricably tied to the 
UK budget. This is not just in terms of the overall impact on Scottish Government finances, 
but also with regard to the timing of fiscal events at a UK level and the importance of both 
UK policy in tax and welfare as well as OBR forecasts to the Scottish budget.”3 The 
Committee’s view is that  ‘the Scottish Budget should optimally be published after the UK 
Budget’.  This is normally no more than 3 weeks after the publication of the UK Autumn 
Budget.    
 
As you will appreciate, it is essential that there is a Scottish Budget in place by the beginning 
of the next financial year and that there is sufficient time for parliamentary scrutiny of the 
Scottish Government’s Budget proposals. . The Committee asks that you consider these 
factors when deciding the timing for the UK Budget.  I would be grateful if you could respond 
to this letter setting out your timescales for publishing the UK Budget. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
                                            
1 https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/100930.aspx 
2 https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Finance/General%20Documents/20191114_-_Letter_from_DM_-
_Scotttish_Budget_2020_-_21.pdf 
3 https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Finance/Reports/BPRG_-_Final_Report_30.06.17. 
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